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Impacting the World for Jesus Christ through Short Term Missions

This volume of our newsletter is an invitation to explore where God may be calling you to serve through
MOST Ministries. As you hear a first-time team member’s story, discover what sets MOST Ministries apart,
and learn how simple it is to join a team, we hope you'll be encouraged to take your next step in serving.

Reflection from a First-Time Team Member

By Darla Bratkowski
MOST Team, Belize VBS (2024)

| had always been interested in doing mission work
outside of the church, but until last year, | really didn’t
seriously consider doing it due to my hectic life. | am
a full-time caregiver for my disabled mom, so planning
to be away from her was a major undertaking. But,
after spending time with folks (including my husband
and son) who had gone for an eyeglass clinic the year
before, | knew | had to try. Miraculously | was able to
get family and staff to cover my overnights and day-
time hours. Amazingly, God wanted me to be a part of
this because helpers were willing and able to fill in for
me!

A mission trip like this was a first for me. I'd never
been to Central America, never been part of VBS, and
didn’t really know most of the folks | was traveling
with, which put me outside of my comfort zone! | went
on this journey thinking we were just doing four days
of Sunday school, but it was so much more! The ex-
perience was way beyond what we had prepared for!
So many surprises.

First, it was hot & hu-
mid. We canvassed
neighborhoods for
three days, encour-
aging folks to send
their children and
grandchildren to
come to the new
church. | loved doing
this! It was so awe-
some to minister to
so many of those we
spoke with. Plus, we
were so warmly wel-

comed because they
wanted to hear the
word of God! Next,
we had prepared for
children who were
probably a little older
than what we had
shown up. So, im-
provisation was key.
We had some awe-
some folks on our
team who were able
to just change on the
fly. It was inspiring!
Lastly, as the week went on, and each day gave us
more and more children of varied ages, it occurred to
me the real reason we were hosting a VBS was to
grow a brand-new church. These children were the
seeds for the growth of this fledgling congregation. As
more children came, so did their parents, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, etc. It was amazing! By the end of
the week, we had more adults that stayed through the
program than children. The Pastor of the church was
able to talk and minister to them while we spent time
with the children.

When it finally hit me what was happening, | was so
overwhelmed with many emotions, and for many
weeks after | returned home, | would sit and just look
at all the photos and videos that | and others had tak-
en and pray that the little church and its people will
grow as a strong Christian community. Plus, | felt as
though I'd been ministered to and it was very hum-
bling, thinking that | was there to bring folks to Christ’s
love, but really, it brought me closer to God as well.
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WHY MISSION
with MOST?

5 REASONS TO SAY YES TO YOUR NEXT MISSION

At MOST Ministries, every detail is designed to help you
serve with confidence and purpose as you meaningfully im-
pact the world for Jesus Christ through short-term missions.

- Experience
' Matters

Many of our mission locations are built on long-
standing partnerships with local churches and
communities, creating meaningful opportunities
to serve where God is already at work.

For 36 years, MOST Ministries has been con-
necting volunteers with meaningful opportuni-
ties to serve around the world and more than
270,000 lives have been impacted through the
love of Jesus.

Called to Serve,
' Committed to Excellence

MOST Ministries serves alongside trusted local churches and min-
istry partners. We're one of only 28 North American organizations
accredited by Mission Excellence. That accreditation reflects our
commitment to:

e God-centered ministry e Strong administration
¢ Qualified leadership e Best practices in short-term
missions

We believe that serving well begins with preparing well.




| Trained to Lead, so you can Serve

At MOST Ministries, meaningful mission experiences begin with prepared
leaders. Every team is led by a team leader who:

Facilitates logistic and project training

Oversees the health and safety of team members, and project execution
Serves as the team's spiritual leader

Is first aid/CPR certified and trained in crisis management

Served on at least two MOST mission trips

Completed specialized leadership training

Strong missions begin with strong leadership. It's one more way we help
every team serve with confidence and Christ at the center.

 We Handle the Details so you can
"With the love and

' Focus on Ministry |

o o guidance of MOST
Planning an international mission trip involves a lot of coordination: £ ’
¢ Flights ¢ Project Coordination M_.’n’St”eSl I.felt
e Hotels e Interpreters -
e Ground Transportation e Meals . p rep a,red_a_nd Conﬁ d?nt
« Insurance - in our ability to provide
We partner with trusted local churches and missionaries to coordi- hope and comfort

nate every detail. As an experienced, full-service organization, we

handle the logistics so you can focus on serving Jesus. thrOUgh our mission.”

| Your Safety Matters

Serving faithfully also means serving wisely. Before every MOST

Ministries team travels, we work diligently to help ensure their safety.

We:

¢ Monitor global security conditions daily through government sites

e Register teams with the U.S. Embassy

e Maintain 24/7 staff support while teams are on the field

e Provide traveler’s health insurance

¢ Provide emergency contacts for families

o Equip every team with health and crisis management protocols, along
with first-aid supplies

When you serve with MOST, you're supported every step of the journey.




WE’D LOVE TO HELP YOU PLAN YOUR TRIP WITH MOST MINISTRIES
Let’s take the next steps together.

To form a congregational team:

Pray with your pastor, interested team members, and church members willing to
support the effort

Connect with MOST Ministries at kaleighb@mostministries.org or (734)929-1163
Meet with interested team members to decide on a country to serve and dates
that work for the team

Choose a team liaison to be the "go-between" with MOST and the team

Register once the country & dates are chosen; sign a Letter of Intent (LOI)
prepared by MOST and then pay the initial deposit. Then each person begins the
team member registration process.

To join as an individual or small group:

e Check out the trip schedule to see what's available - if a team is
marked as "pending", a congregation is interested in filling that team

e Begin your registration online for the team you would like to join, or
contact MOST at kaleighb@mostministries.org or (734)929-1163 to
find the right fit for you!

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS

This is a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one.

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

Catherine by Wayne & Eileen Schwanke Rev. Karl Fuhlbrigge by Mary Fuhlbrigge
Rev. James Erikson by Dennis & Beverly Neumann Jerome Kollenberg by Gerald and Joyce Bone
Bethel Larsen by Scott & Gail Smith Cathy Hardy by Anita Beyersdorf

Jack Moeller by Kathleen Dickerson

Jean Moeller by Kathleen Dickerson

Judy Waterman by Jo Waterman

Gifts can be made online or mailed.
For information, contact MOST at 734-994-7909 or most@mostministries.org
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